Early Cattle Ranching — Spanish Beginnings

With your partner, complete the sequence of events using pp. 440-441 (Next Slide)

1500s

Early 1700s

1750s

1770s
(Revolutionary War)

Early 1800s

1840s

1848
(Gold in California)




Main ldeas

Early Cattle Ranching

1. The Texas cattle industry grew from the randhos

Key Terms

established by the Spanish in the 1700s. *brands
2_ The longhorn was unigquehy suited for the hot, dry Texas o cattle drives
climate.

= rustlers

3. The Civil War imcreased demand for Texas cattle.

= longhorn
® Texas faver

Why It Matters Today

People have been ranching im Texas for about 300 years.
Use current everrts sources to leam more about the
modern-day livestock industony.

TEKS: 1E 58, 68,
B, 0B, 120, 138, 214,
218, 21C, 224

Lke the annotation
toods in your eEook

VIDED
Catthe Ramching

440 Chapter 21

The Story Continues

In the late 1870s brothers James and Bob Cator mowved to

the Fanhandle and bought a herd of cattle. There weara
alreadw manv ranches in the area. and cattle herds often
intermingled. To keep their animals separated, many
ranchers built fences. When heavy blizzards struck the
Panhandle in 18835, though, these fences kept the herds from
moving south to escape the weather. Thousands of cattle—
entire herds—died in an event known as the Big Die-Up. The

Cator brothers and many other ranchers suffered huge losses.

Spanish Beginnings

Fanching had been established in Texas long befor= the 1570s. The
Spanish had sstablished cattle ranchos, or ranches, in Mexico in the
1500s. By the sarly 1700s the Spanish were moving herds and flocks north
onto pastores in the S3an Antonio and Guadalepe River valleys. These
rerpions had a pood climate and water supply, as well as plantifal srasses.
Beginning in the 17508 a pew ranching frontier was opeaned along the
lowrer Pio Grande walleyr Tomas Sdncheaz de la Berrera v Garza owmead
one of the largest ranches, which was located near Larado. Martn d=
Ledn owned another huge cattle ranch in present-day Victoria Cowunty.
Fosa Wlarfs Hinojosa de Balli, who was the first cattle guesn of Texas,

controlled more than one millicn acres at the tme of her death in 1503,



As the number of cattle ranches w, disputes sometimes arose when

ranchers lost track of which cattle they owned The Spanish government
began ordering cattle owners to put brands, or identification marks made
with hot metal, on their cattle. For example, Martin de Leon's brand was
EJ. which stoc< for Espiritu de Jests, or “Spirit of Jesus.” Tejano ranchers
staged the first cattle drives in Texas, herding groups of cattle south of
the Ric Grande to supply beef to Spanich military outposts. During the
Revolutionary War, cattle from Texas supported Spanish and American
armies in the Mississippi River valley and Gulf regions. Cattle ranching
soon became an important part of the region’s economy.

As U.S. settlers arrived in the esarly 1300s, ranching spread to other
areas. Each region had its adwvantages. East Texas was relatively close to
the cattle markets in New Orleans, while Central and South Texas had
rich prairie grasses and moderate climates. After secing the lush prairies,
some U.S. settlers decided to become ranchers rather than farmers.

The Texas cartle industry slowly expanded in the 15340s. For exam-
ple, Azron Ashworth of Jefferson County had ranch holdings worth
more than 330,000, or about $700,000 in tocay’s Sollars. Some Texans
began driving cattle to out-of-state markets. James Taylor White begzn
to drive cattle from Liberty County 1o market in New Orxleans, and in

1346 Edward Piper tock a herd of Texas cattle to Chioc. After gold was

discoveraed in California, some Texans drove 2 number of cattle west to
help feed the growing population of miners.

Despite the gzrowth of the cattle industry, ranchers faced several
challenges Cattle rustlers, or thieves, threatened the herds. A bigger
hurdle was access to markets. The demand for cattle within Texas was
limited because of the region’s fairly small population. Ranchers could

herd their stock to sell outsi

e of Texas, but it was a difficult and often
cangerous process.

Reading Check Sequencing Descrice in order the develogment of the
cattle industry in Texas from its Spanish beginnings.

Ranch fife. Ranchers had
to protect their herds
from dangercus animais

such as ars. What tools
and technigues are these
vaguercs using?

Our =
Cultural .~
Heritage

Vaqueros and
Cowboys

Vagqueros were the firss
cowboys in Texas. Most
were skilled ropers and
riders. Over time, Spanish
practices combened with
the practices of U.S.
settiers to create 3 Texas
cowboy tradition. Itz

not uncommaon to see
Texans wearing cowboy
fashions, particularly boots
and hats. Museums and
events around the state
celebrate vaqueros and
cowboys. For example,

the Texas Cowboy Reunion
in Stamford features wild-
horse races. How have
cowboys influenced the
culture of Texas?

The Cattlc Kingdom 441
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In your Journal...Read p. 442 (next slide) and List out 4
Reasons Why the Longhorn Breed is Important to the Texas
cattle industry.



E Lone Star The Texas Longhorns

During the mid-1500s the longhorn appeared in Texas. This nesw bre=d
The T f cattle developed a5 Spanish breads mixed with English cattle brought
Durimg the 1800s
lomghaorn beet fad on its native gragses. These lean strong animals conld endure hot weather

by UL settlers. The longhorns wware well suited to life in Texas, thriving

thousands of Texans. as well as cold. They sven ate prickly pear cacti during droughts and
Cowboys munched

2 = could survive on little water. In addition, longhorns were resistant to the
on jericy, or beef that

T cattle dismase commonly called Texas fever.,
has been dried in the . y .
i Cther Tears While older longhoras weighed up to 1,600 pounds, some paople said
ate beefsteghks fried in the longhorn had too little meat They called it "5 pounds of hamburger
tallows, or greass. A po=m

on 00 pounds of bone and horn.™ Howerer, long legs alloswed long-
described the longhorm's F = ’ =

B e e horms to travel prest distances, and their horns protected them fromm
= Cithver states are cared mountain lions, wolvres, and other pradators. Mature animals had
or born: enormous pointad horns—some wers five or more fest across. Early
Tesas gr=ww From hide and Texas settlers displayed these horns on their wwalls. They made buttons,
{:lt:::':..:.atzs e cups, decorations, furniture, and houwsahold wtensils from the horns.
wriichs; They even stored guaposeder in hollosred-out horns. Fesr animals wers
Texas is a shaggy hide_~ as us=fual to peopls on the Texas frontier as the longhorn was.

Hows did Texas grows

e o - The longhorns becames more valuable as cattle ranching grew in
rom hide and horni=?

the Lape 1550s. Whean the Civil War brokes out, the demand for Taxas
besf incressed rapidly. The Confedarate army neaded to feed the troops.
Howewer, as the war dragged on, Texans found it difficult to move their
cattle to the front By 1563 the Union army had blocked trads from
Confadearate states, including Texas. As a resoly, the number of cattle in
Texas grew rapidly. By the =nd of the Civil War, about 5 million catde
roamed the state. Mooy of these animals were mavericks, or noclaimed
cattle, Afrer the sear, Taxans looksed for ness markets to sell their cattle,

Reading Check Finding the Main ldea Wy were longhorn cattle
miportant to the Texas catthe industry?

"" hmhsocialstudie

0
OHLINE QUIE

1. Define and explsin: 2. Anslyzing 3. Finding the Main ldes
® bramds I f rmneti o a. How did physical factors influence the
» cattle dirfues Use a chart to explain develop ment of cattle ranching in Texas?
» rustlers hicer thie Texas cattl= b. Howr did the migration of US. s=tders to
industry de=veloped Texas affect the cattle industry?

* longhom . P
from its beginnings

through the Chil War. 4. Writing and Critical Thinking

Drawing Inferences and Condusicns Imagine

* Temas fever

Catile Ranchirg in Spanish r,-;_,_,;,__i that you are an economist. Explain how free
anterpriss affected the Texas catth= ndustry.

Earky Ranching in Teoe I Congider the following:
hJ
Farvching dursyg the Crnl War

* demand for cattle

] * supohy of cattle

44F Chapter 21



Cattle Trail Math (Slides 5-9)

* Choose a Trail, you must stay with this trail for
the entire Work Sheet
— List Events that occurred each week

— Determine how many head of cattle were
lost/gained for each week

— At Market: determine cost per head of cattle and
write that down, do the math for # of
cattle/cowboys (+/-) and total value of cattle (X)

— Finally determine what influenced the value of the
cattle at market and write it in the correct spot



Week One:

Chisholm Trail: Lost two cowboys to a
gunfight.

Sedalia Trail: Thunderstorm caused a
stampede. Lost 100 head of cattle.

Goodnight-Loving Tralil: Indians attack.
Lost 50 cattle.

Western Trail: At night, 20 cattle wander off.




Week Two:

Chisholm Trail: Indians ask for cattle
payment to cross their land. Lost 30 cattle.

Sedalia Trall: Rustlers stampede cattle. Lost
70 cattle.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: Homesteaders
block cattle drive at border. Lost 2 cowboys.

Western Trail: The river floods and the
cattle have to swim. There Is panic midstream.
Lost 1 cowboy and 50 cattle.




Week Three:

Chisholm Trail: Spring blizzard strikes with
hail and snow. Lost 50 cattle.

Sedalia Trall: Picked up 20 stray cattle.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: Water hole is dry.
Lost 25 cattle.

Western Trail: Indians attack. Lost 30 cattle
and 3 cowboys.




Arrive at Market;

Chisholm Trail: Heavy rains made the grass
poor and cattle arrive weak. The trail boss Is paid
$10 per head.

Sedalia Trail: A rate war between competing
railroads lowers shipping costs. The trail boss
receives $40.00 per head.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: There is a shortage of
cattle for sale, and the trail boss is paid $45 per
head.

Western Trail: Too many cattle arrive, and the
trail boss only gets $20.00 per head.




