
With your partner, complete the sequence of events using pp. 440-441 (Next Slide)

Early Cattle Ranching – Spanish Beginnings

1500s

Early 1700s

1750s

1770s 

(Revolutionary War)

Early 1800s

1840s

1848

(Gold in California)







In your Journal…Read p. 442 (next slide) and List out  4 

Reasons Why the Longhorn Breed is Important to the Texas 

cattle industry.





Cattle Trail Math (Slides 5-9) 

• Choose a Trail, you must stay with this trail for 
the entire Work Sheet
– List Events that occurred each week 

– Determine how many head of cattle were 
lost/gained for each week 

– At Market: determine cost per head of cattle and 
write that down, do the math for # of 
cattle/cowboys (+/-) and total value of cattle (X)

– Finally determine what influenced the value of the 
cattle at market and write it in the correct spot



Week One:

Chisholm Trail: Lost two cowboys to a 

gunfight. 

Sedalia Trail: Thunderstorm caused a 

stampede. Lost 100 head of cattle.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: Indians attack. 

Lost 50 cattle.

Western Trail: At night,  20 cattle wander off.



Week Two:

Chisholm Trail: Indians ask for cattle 

payment to cross their land. Lost 30 cattle.

Sedalia Trail: Rustlers stampede cattle. Lost 

70 cattle.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: Homesteaders 

block cattle drive at border. Lost 2 cowboys.

Western Trail:  The river floods and the 

cattle have to swim. There is panic midstream.  

Lost 1 cowboy and 50 cattle.



Week Three:
Chisholm Trail: Spring blizzard strikes with 

hail and snow. Lost 50 cattle.

Sedalia Trail: Picked up 20 stray cattle. 

Goodnight-Loving Trail: Water hole is dry. 

Lost 25 cattle.

Western Trail: Indians attack. Lost 30 cattle 

and 3 cowboys.



Arrive at Market:
Chisholm Trail: Heavy rains made the grass 

poor and cattle arrive weak. The trail boss is paid 

$10 per head.

Sedalia Trail: A rate war between competing 

railroads lowers shipping costs. The trail boss 

receives $40.00 per head.

Goodnight-Loving Trail: There is a shortage of 

cattle for sale, and the trail boss is paid $45 per 

head.

Western Trail: Too many cattle arrive, and the 

trail boss only gets $20.00 per head.


